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Overview

status. VFC vaccines can be administered only to children who 

Module 2 

expense to the parent. 

Awardees must ensure that providers fully understand the  

visit.

VFC Eligibility Criteria for Patients

following criteria:
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Program Eligibility Criteria

The VFC program provides 
vaccines at no cost to children 
18 years of age or younger who 
meet at least one of the following 
criteria:

• American Indian/Alaska 

• Medicaid-eligible

• Uninsured

• Underinsured

Table: VFC Eligibility Criteria for Patients

American Indian or  Indian Health Care Improvement Act 

Medicaid-eligible
purposes of the VFC program, the terms “Medicaid-eligible”  

Uninsured Children not covered by any health insurance plan

Underinsured • Children who have health insurance, but coverage does  
not include any vaccines

• Children who have health insurance, but coverage does  
not include all vaccines recommended by the  

• Children who have health insurance, but there is a  
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American Indian or Alaska Native (AI/AN)

by the Indian Health Care Improvement Act [25 U.S.C. 1603].

under the  or is enrolled in the CHIP program, it may result in fewer  

Medicaid-Eligible

Children enrolled in Medicaid make up the largest category of VFC eligibility.

Medicaid as Secondary Insurance
Some children may have a private primary health insurance plan with Medicaid as their secondary insurance. 
These children are considered VFC-eligible because of their Medicaid enrollment. However, their parents are 

t claims 

from the primary insurer. 
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•
•

Module 3 – Vaccine Management

• The provider may be reimbursed a higher dollar amount if privately purchased vaccine is  

Medicaid as Secondary Insurance and High-Deductible Plans

If a child does not have Medicaid as secondary insurance, the child is not VFC-eligible even if a child’s  

Underinsured means the child has health insurance, but the insurance policy:
• Doesn’t cover any ACIP-recommended vaccines
•
•

Before administering a vaccine, providers must verify whether the child’s health insurance plan covers 

encounter.
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Underinsured children can receive VFC vaccines only at ,  

What is an FQHC?
An FQHC is a health center designated by the  

to provide health care to a medically underserved 

but do not actually receive grant funds. They also  
include health centers within public housing and  
Indian health centers.

What is an RHC?
An RHC is a clinic located in a Health Professional 
Shortage Area, a Medically Underserved Area, or  
a Governor-Designated Shortage Area. RHCs are 

Table: Quick View of VFC Eligibility and Insurance Situations

Enrolled in Medicaid Yes Medicaid

Has private health insurance plan with  
Medicaid as secondary insurance Yes Medicaid

Has health insurance covering all vaccines, 

for other services received at visit No

Insured. This applies even when the primary 
insurer would deny reimbursement for the 

met.

Has health insurance covering all vaccines, 

for other services received at visit and has 
Medicaid as secondary insurance

Yes Medicaid

Has health insurance covering all vaccines, 

amount that it will cover
Yes

•
•

is reached
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Has an insurance plan that does not cover all 
ACIP-recommended vaccines Yes Underinsured. Child can only receive vaccines 

not covered by the plan.

Has health insurance, but plan does not cover 
any vaccines Yes

Enrolled in a Health Care Sharing Ministry Depends

•
as insurance by the state insurance  
department, regardless of vaccine  
coverage provided by the plan

•
insurance department and covers vac-
cines

•
state insurance department and does not 
cover all ACIP-recommended vaccines

Enrolled in a Medicaid-expansion Children’s Yes Medicaid

Enrolled in a separate Children’s Health  No
Insured. The state CHIP program is  
responsible for vaccine payment for its 
members.

Has no health insurance coverage Yes Uninsured

Has private health insurance that covers all Yes
for the child and family.

Yes this provides the least out-of-pocket expense 
for the family.

Special Circumstances

-

the United States, temporarily traveling in the United States, or a tourist.
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satellite clinics. All children must be screened and their eligibility documented prior to administering  
VFC vaccines.

Bordering State

Some children may receive health care in a bordering state instead of their state of residency.
• -

• If a provider administers VFC vaccines to a Medicaid VFC-eligible child from a neighboring state, the 
provider must be Medicaid-enrolled for the child’s state of residency in order to receive  

.
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Table: VFC Eligibility in Special Circumstances

VFC

Seeking

STD, or HIV  
services and 
wants to be  
vaccinated

School-located 
clinic, primary care 
provider, or urgent 
care center 

reasons, does not 
want to use  
insurance

No, school-located clinics  
or any VFC-enrolled provider 

services are primary or 
urgent care services are not 

clinics by CDC and cannot  
use the uninsured VFC  
eligibility category

Insured

Seeking  

STD, or HIV  
services and 
wants to be  
vaccinated

Family planning 

clinic
reasons, does  
not want to use  
insurance or  
insurance status  
is unknown

VFC-eligible at the awardee’s 

must comply with the state’s 
medical consent laws for 
minors

Uninsured

Incarcerated
center or  

facility 

insurance due to 
Yes Uninsured


